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A mere
immortal’s life
‘Whom do ye seek?
Zhivago.

Why seek ye the living
amongst the dead?”

S Pasternak’s

mmmcmmdmcmnmd

clear this mysterious relationship

between life and non-death is the real

theme not only of the no
% 4

write, nearly always under a terrible
stress i a5 much from within as
without.

One could say that in the light of the
demunciations and vilifieation that

Russian

with _little-publishe
g Oriel Gray and children's writer Elyne

% @ Betty Roland, whose An In-
2 probable Life and Caviar for Break-

NEd Mo Life. Giulia G
Mﬁmgmllmn
af |nl=rv|=w| with Australian
ber introduc-
ion, ouli aye s asted o Captuee
the voices of the older women writers,
the ones whose carcers have spanned

_ most of the 20th century. Anyone who

, o reads, Australian literature
should be grateful. Here are Christina
md. Eleanor Dark, Marjorie Bamard

£ and Kylic Tennant — all of whom have

|
wlnd: m‘u them mpdl.u\g.
distressing, reading.
‘rms is an echm: mob — commer-

ed playwright

fast wero published last year, is

AwRmNGLFE L -

Edited by Giulia Guil

Allen & Unwin, zsapp,sms
ISBN 00444;
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Guilf, of cousse, is drawing a not
unnatural paralel ~ she is 8 voma
write: family, and

a boa, long after the interviewee has
made it clear she is not willing 10
gt el
sions. 8 fascinating line of

ppsd Becane GUTE ners:ll umnl

f juggling
nldwwnmm'drplllﬂlllplmudlr

Michell. Mena | Calthorpé e for

political g, Dora Birtles for
travel. In un colfection of 15 women
and o o an (Eric Dark spoke for

leant since she was

r request,
ek i the time), Guiffré makes no
distinction between i

“1 feel you have to work out your
‘priorities,” says Elyne Mitchell. Fou

uanscnpu Sl
{umps and unneccesarily wordy dia-
ogue, but is perhaps compensated for
by her bravery in allowing some of her
mare 10 stand. In a

can’ you want to do
in life, 1 don't think. Thereisn't time for
o There, are echoes of this
statement from many women. It is as if,
strong as most of ihem are or were,

o .m.emew wnh Elizabeth Har-
wer, Guif aks: “Doyou think you

v ‘exquis bility?" Harrow-

er's response is ‘uadencandably feree

THEIR LIVES IN WORDS

gent cardigan looks like? Something
l‘ie one of llme Unsworth’s cardies

rhaps, b k) .
Fudl!. lhwzh A Writing Life is not
only an important social and academic
document of a rlnldlv-disamuillﬂ
era, but an excellent read. My favourite
|nl:m=w is that with Kylie Tennant.
imost every quote is a gem. At one
stage Tennant remarks to Guiffre: “I
can't s that it matters at all what you
say about mainly clderly writing ladies,
e el ='ld=rly
writing ladies in Australia.
to say that women did al the witing

various forms of
and makes it

m:mkmnmummmmu
cqually valid.

An editor/compiler has to be careful
in a book like this (ipukins willl me
experience of the Yacker series
me), not to make one’s svmmoc ul
felt, and i t Guiffré falls
down. Pclhipmlwlsmlxnmnl! on her
part, but for the reader (o be distracted
by side-tracks into Guiffré's home-life
does not enhance the obvious work she
has put into each interview. The spectre

of the embryonic, newly-born, them
tecthing Orlando Raunts many of the

there must be a small residue of
guilt towards the neglected task, be it
‘home or work.

Does the same guilt exist for men?
From the Writers ai Work series and
from my own enseviews, 1 sthac

does. It struck me more than

‘once during the book that in many ways
S poefof e} sl ot o
more complex, more
pmrounn by including maie
well. All Yin and no Yang is heavy
going.

Guifré's reluctance to take a back
seat affects the interviews in other ways.
Occasionally she pursues a line of

en N e

fa
oneof Giulia Guiffré’

HIS is 3 book cunningly
designed 1o entice the reader,
it megailienst Ingres e,

her skin the colour of honey,
sprawled indolently across the
dustjacket, and the subitle holding out

ms PASTERNAK

le.l- 1 1ﬂ|l-1m
By Christopher Barnes — CUP.
S07pp, 3115.1SBN 052125957 6

BORIS PASTERNAK

A Biography

By Peter Levi — Hutchinson,
310pp, $45.1SBN 009 173886 5
POEMS 1955-1959

AND AN ESSAY
N Amlllﬂﬁ“m\’

By Boris Pastern:
Cnﬂm:mmu 212pp.5|&9§
ISBN 00027
BORIS PASTERNAK
The Tragic Years 1930-60
By Engeny Pasternak
Harvill, 263pp, §32.95
TeaN oo 2720450

Reviewed by
JUDITH ARMSTRONG

vital and lively pnels life of a
Fellow-writer. Levi is no amateur at the
biographical task, |m...; already

en banned i i) in
o = - plasnos: rehabllation of
its author and the bringing out of the
first official Russian Zhivago last year
parallel Pasernak’s own enterprise.
Both of these recent resurrections
represent the authorites’ desire o undo
the effects of suppression

“The new spurt of Pubiic recogniton
that & centenary lends any famous

s been demonst

nik's case ase by the imost simultaneous
publica less than three new
Fives ama - editom of ome of his s
snatches of autobiography accomp-
anied by aselection of poems he saw a5
“preparatory stages™ to Dr Zhivago.
Faraciamically, the Tongee of the ;,..,,_

word-processor. Pasternak's son
Eugeny, with his story of The Tragic
Years 1930-60,

s perception of blogr

more different I
Tadad, it o baed 0. fd mach: ¥
chcommendiiwaess 1o oot
ve thread to
piles s e

dhtie Shat ey ‘cannct Mok et

only demanstration of scholarship e

in the useful mini-bi
sometimes.obscure
appended 1o the notes.

ocChrisopher Bames's opus. on the

other hand, will undoubtedly ﬁnd its

way into every library — public,

institutional or private. It is a work of

reseich. s subor s

o

the second volume
=ppearsthe pair will become a elsble
and immensely informative
ork —_sedulouly neutrl, serup-
uiusly

l
as extreme with
e hird offering, Peter Lovrs quieky,
digressive, often self-indulgent, but

pro-
Life and Times of
w.u.-... Shakespeare. He is also,

f-consci y. 8 pou and raconteur,

i n his own responses (0
O M

In fact, the Ingres beauty, dressed
only in turban and bracelets, and with a
fan in_ome langui

epitomises. the Western idea of the
Fhdden ifeof the seragho.

Many of the illustrations by other
European artists. echo the theme, but
when the camera starts to violate the

posin
finery against clutt
as .m.‘f," may wel be suffrin from
cases of terminal
It is hard to hdlz\': Iha‘ the world
beind the vl amouned o much more
of life imprisonment,
e luzurious kind,
though

colaur iltsiations ard black an
Photographs of 3 kind rarely seen, i
of literary reflections (like the paint-
ings, mainly European) on harem life,
and oifering an array of historical facts
25 rich and highly coloured as the
sweetmeats with which har
perpetually stuffed emseives,

is also, as the s mcemon of
the book’s presentation suggests, a lttle
erotica mspm—(hrmumu. butas
s mainly coneerned with the ingenious
ways eunuchs found to overcome their
disabilities and

more u' academic than of practical

book (o take on a long train journey,
for its pace its sometimes breathlessly

episodic, and its twists and twrns
unpredictable. At the same time, a great
eal of serious aftention is paid 10 the
development and quality of Pasternal
poctry, wi xamined in the light
of other work, for example that of
Rilke, Tsuetaeva, and Akhmatova —
but also in the poet's epistolary friend-
ship with men like Stephen Spender,
‘Albert Schweizer, and Thomas Merton.
Levi is not, and would not claim to
be, a Russian scholar of the calibre
Christopher Barnes, but he has reading
Kknowledge of the L-..;..-;c Either that,
mere_carclessness,
times draws him into over- wnndenm
e surname of Pastern: beloved
cousin Olga Freidenberg gets at least
three different versions, Paustovsky is
sometimes Pavstovsky, and Zamyatin
always Zemyatin. Sometimes he cannot

taken a few small liberties with this
wonderful summer cl use |

gh,
Lews e best conveys the sublimity of
Pasternak’s work, his cffort to represent
(as he wrote in his own wonderful
English in a letter 10 Stephen Spender
“the whole sequence of facts, beings
and happenings like some moving
entiencss, like a developing, pesing
by, rolling and rushing inspiration
It also renders the mise

£
though only at the enormous ot of
being unable 10 work on anything but
transiations.
Soﬁuhaflhmm:parsmpslslnw
that is the rath
of the word Pasternak) has » diferent
flavour. And I am quite sure that their
genitors would urge every rcader to
taste the fourth in the bunch ~ the brief
b A s S
ms written during the punishing
pertod afir Dr Zhiago. had bech
publnnni abroad, against Pasternak's
Wishes: and when he was awarded the
Nobel Pn:: but had to beg the Swedes
0 take it back, since it was bringing
persecution not only on his own head,
but on that of Olga
Ivinskaia. For Pasternak the Stalinist
aftermath of the Bolshevik Revolution
constituied an aitempt to_“interrupt
was his way of
CHLEE sk o eoen
mysterious t contribute to
the gradual avercoming of dcath,
Which is also, after all, the task of
biography.

Judith A is Reader in Rus-
sian Liserature at the University of
Melbourne.

luve some sensi ty, but ‘exquisite
y' might be altogether too

narily mangled sentences. 1 couldn’t
belp thinking (hat the polideal and
social novelist, Mena Calthorpe, might
Rave giver & hoot of augbler st GUlT:
ré's description of her: “One seased the

xed political muscle beneath the
‘smooth flesh of her dist
awareness an
ur

course, the social
quite simply, the
light

a cardigan o rs.
wonder what an \mdnmiucal]y intelli-

men decided you sould make quite 2
S pas sk foxfand g
"Bt there were sl wri
e s £ out and gt
themselves a job. Now Mlnng

sour =lynlman h
podbmhmmnﬂhnnkaull andt
is because wvmev\ don't have jobs that
they do writing. You could not
keep a job ol
and writeat night

Writing ladies — and men — be

rarned.

Candida Baker is a senior journalist
with The Age. and editor of the Yacker
ries.

sultan’s pleasures unveiled

HAREM
The World Behind The Vell
By Alev Lytle Croutier

w.n.m the has of course, women  Bloomsbury, 224pp, $49.95
often fell in love with each other, fuure . ISBN 07475 04970
de miews. C: these érotic
ers mainly took place in the Reviewed by MARGARET JONES

encount
Hamams, the Turkich bahs.
For women who were brec
ways of pleasure and who
asainod the sulan's bed, e bath wasa
to feast their cyes on beautiful
bodies and satisfy each other. While
and massaging one another,
while scrutinising clu.wly for the first
signs of emerging h
often

brought up in & harem; that is, in the
separate women's quarters of their

. and some of the
of the bouse during et

girlhood were former odalisque:

Her interest in harem life is herefore

Alev Lytle Croutier was bom in
Turkey, though she weat 10 the Unitad

she was 18, and her
grmdmwmel and her p‘eal aunt were

rescarches are mainly concemed with
Turkey, and in particular with the
Topkapi Palace in Istanbul and its
Grand Seraglio, where for nearly 400

\_I'\

thousands of women were kept
e away, guasded by eumochs, foc

the pleasure of the sultans
man empire. It _took m mn
wmury.mom:momm-!mk,
ring segregation of women o a1

- legally

emphasis on one particular area
is a limitation of the book, but within
this small space there is richness
Sncaglto saily mom peopl. Cuomti
is clearly fasci opulence
and beauty of Rarem Hfe, a east 35
Ao o anil sk fhrmplake i
us enough in recording the
Strocite routinely ommited sgaimt
the girls and womeniin the harem.

The normal way for centuries of
geting rid of unwanted concubines was
1o Stull the women into sacks, tie the

tightly, and
them into the Bosphorus. This was done

by the eunuchs under the supervision of
the Chiel Black Eunuch, who held a
position of immense power, and was,

Crou n extremely wealthy
man, greatly feared, and consequently
the most bnbed icial in the whole

toman Em

A change ur mum usually meant a
small massacre in the harem, with the
gils who were pregnant the first (o go.
As it was also the custom for the
incoming sultan to murder his close
male relatives, nobody wasted 100 many

A

night™, dreaming of faraway lands
beyond the lattioed windows.

There are many omissions m Crout-
ier’s book. There is oaly one g
reference (and that in & quote from
Flaubert) to the practice of excising the
clitoris, so that women who were highly
trained in the art of giving pleasure
could rarely experience it themselves.

will find the book dls-
appointing, as, apan from 3 few ideas
thrown out
chapier, it

Understandsbly. opium addiction

nights in the harem

Swelled with key! (ulimate fulfiment
induced by opium pills and the dro

saled senses. The women

indulged in drawn-out opium rituals,

spending the evenings inhaling hook-

ahs of eating opium, the “elixir of the

countries, and even mas
the West In such oddities a5 the
exclusion of women from clubs. There
is still & massive bok to be written on

Margaret Jones is a former literary
editor of the Herald.

BOOKNOTES

THE paperback ediion of Bryee
Courtney's ver of One is
Sl Uit e
market paperback bestseller list;
it's believed to be the first Austra.
lian book to (opple imports such as
Wilbur Smith and Daniclle Steeie
from this posi

= s . 1o hi
In the US, the publisher Ballan- 1 "M m i
o

tine obviously believes the books
tial. Sa con-
vinced is Ballantine that the book
has wide appeal to diverse markets
that it has produced nine difTerent
aperback covers piching to inter-
ests as scattered as New Agers and
bosing fans, ar id activ-
ists and war fi
The New York Tim E
Poweraf One has everything *
CANT make it to the Adelaide
Festival Writers' Week? Just
about and much of the fes

seas visitors Armistead Maupin
(USA), Wit Ihimaera (NZ), James
uk) | aryl Philips
UK) st Harold Park
Hotelon February 27.
FOLLOWING the Adelaide Fest-
ival, Lisa Alther (USA), Michael
Holroyd (UK. Ruth Mabanglo
(Philippines) and Hans
Schadlich (FRG) will read at
Harold Park on March 13.

"'n"

ON International Women's Day
{March 6), a forum and readings
around the marketing and publics-

| be

es,
X ters,
Jane Singleton, Lyn Spender and
Adcle Horin.

A BOOK of wibutes to Patrick

White from 60-0dd people, prom-
Do st Pl phoiopraphs
and paintings of

project launched -
by Claylon Joyce. Clayton who?
Joyce wrole to The Ausiralian on
Februscy 1 asklag scadcan o demd

on their lives. He noted that White
would be 78 on May 28 and added

o i mumh

ings Cross PO box.

tod
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iscor
work, and its impact

T

NEW SOUTH WA
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that the book
this year’

Aletter from Booknoies brought
a telephone call from Mr Joyce —
a painter and Telecom clerk —
who says he would donate any
procecds from the book to the Pat-
rick White Award — the 525,000
gong awarded annually from
While's Nobel prizemoncy. Joyee

“will be published

Wales

THE UNIVERSITY OF
LES

Are you a graduate of ... .

Institute of Education of Syd.ney
College of Advanced Educatio

City Art Institute, a Unit of the New South
Institute of The

THE ROYAL SYDNEY GOLF CLUB

A HISTORY

or any of their predecessors?
ietiner ke Toches Gl o ot s

... If 50, this will interest you!
You be eligible 1o participate in the election of four
o 8t ety of N S W I cae 7

ot ey A4 OOy At i, ol e NS e

the pradecessors of
&mmm

ofthe Arca ied the Usivrsty of New South Wales on 1 Jamutry 199, Grodustcs
ota i the siection ta be el o 13 JUNE 900
Please compiete the follosing if

has_recei from
Manning Clark and Elizabeth
Jollcy and has put his idea to Mac-
millan Australia whose publisher,
Teresa Pitt, confirmed the
soproach.-Wetave asked Clayion
o pro more_inform

o she said, »iding thal
ity poud not
time for his [

e
Tith birthday”

THAT promoter of Australian
literature in France, Jean-Paul
in Sydney keeping in

France, many of whom stay
ly in the flat attached to his
residence. He receives assistance
from the LitBoard. The board,
meanwhile, is still to name the 10

Australians. who will read their | \2029.

warks in Paris in May as guests

qualified personsinterested in writing a
history of The Royal Sydney Golf Club
forits centenary in 1993.

The Club has for some time employed the
services of an archivist who has
catalogued a great deal of data which
would be made available to the writer
appointed. It is estimated that the history
could take about 12 months and in any
event the Club is desirous to have the
work completed in time 10 publish and
print prior to January 1993. A suitable
remuneration will be negotiated with the
successful applicant.

Applications in writing should be
aédresmedto The Scretary, The Centensey

ok

ive ‘Alumni from
NOTE: I you slready receive ‘Alumni Papers’from UNSW your most recent persenal
mﬂmuu.uwmmymu
(Election Office)

PO Box 1, Kensington, NSW 2033
IRWAY

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL AND REGISTRAR
UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES
TION DETAILS

e

AWARD CONFERRED. —

cl-h Kent Road, ROSE BAY, NSW. |
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