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PUBLISHERS WEEKLY
BESTSELLERS

Publishers Weekly bestsellers for
week ending Dec. 11

HARDCOVER FIC

)
Tha Siacgef I Ba LMol by

Mitch Albom (Harper

3 “The Wish” by Hichoas Sparks
{Grand Central Publishing)

4."G Tell the Bees That | Am
Gone” by Diana Gabaldon (Delacorte)

5. “Wish You Were Here” by Jodi
PicauR (Balrtine)
6. “Faar No Evil” by Jarmes Patterson

n.nua )
“The Lineoln Highway” by Amor

o s Gl
Curriculum of

8. “DAD: Strixhav
Chaos” (Wizards of the Coas!

9, “Cloud Cuckoo Land” by Anthany
Doerr (Scribnen

10, “Mercy” by David Baldacc

{Grand Central pubdsng)
topsy” by Patricia Cormwell
Wikam Mo
12. “Billy Summers” by Stephen King
(Scribnes)
13.“The Dark Hours™ by Michae!
Connel Lite Srour)
“Flying Angels" by Darielle Steel
(ouiscarte
15.“The Last Thing He Told Me” by
Laura Dave (Simon & Schuster)

HARDCOVER ND'IHI'.YIDII
1. “Call Us What We Carry” by
A Coman Viorg)
2."Attas of the Heart” by Brene
Brown (P-udum House)
Real Anthony Fauci by
Robert F. mm, Jr. (Skyhorse)
“For Such a Time as This" by
Kﬂ“ﬂun Me! Enanv [PM\ Hil)
“All American Chistmas" by
Camoor-Dulyoully Brondsde)
6. “The Pione ooks:

8. “There and Back” by simmy Chin
(Ten Speed)

. G
(Guinness World Records)
10. “The 1619 Broject” by Nikole
Hannah-Jones (One World)
- ryteller” by Gove Grohl
(Dey Stre
. TS ——

T “The President and the Freedom
Fighter” by Brian Kilmeade (5entinel)

14. “The Lyrics” by Paul McCartney
{Liveright)

15.% Marxism” by Mark R.
Levin (Threshold)
WASS MARKET PAPERBACKS

by Danielle Steel

(ngm

2.“Lost” by Patterson/Bom (Grand

Ceni pubking)
s ana” Irr Johnstonefiohn-
stone 1P|r|nutle

Super Easy!” by
liam Morrow)

7. “Jesus Listens" by Sarah Young
(Thomas Nelson)

by chmetonaotastons (Freck
“Thick as Thieves” by Sandra
Brawn (Grand Central Publishing)

“The Rescue” by Nicholas Sparks
(cid Eankat Wby

2. Wini gs” by Deblie
Macomber (W)

8. “All That Glltters” by Danielle
Sisei Del

Sameane Perfect” by Mary

!alngh (Beridey)

10, “Blizzard Showdown” by Shirles
McCoy (Love Inspired Suspense)
11, “Snowlall in Cold Creek” by

4. “Where the Crawdads Sing’” by
Della Owens (G P. Putnam's Sons)
5. "The Blue Zones Challenge” by
Do Budtinar (Nulorml tomragtiy
o 5" by All

Nme\wwmk.«lew

We Meet on Vacation® by

e

12. “Christmas K-9 Protectors™ by

WorlfyBlack (Love Inspired Suspense)
1

4. “Laft 10 Die* by Lisa Jackson
(2ebra)

15, “Little Lies” by Nora Roberts
(Silhouette)

TRADE PAPERBACKS
, “Chainsaw Man, Vel. 8" by Tatsuki
Fujlmﬂlﬂ (viz)
ey Ko, Vol 11y g
Phrieer
3 'vullv' by Colleen Hoover (Grand
Central Publishing)

Emily Henry (Beridey)
iutsu Kaisen 0° by Gege Ak-
utami (Viz)
10, The O1d Farmer's Abmanac
202" (Ol Farmer's Almana
1. The Houre of Sucet e
te-in) by Sara Gay Forden {Custom
Home)
2. "The Silent Patient” by Alex
Wil (Celodor)
13."Ona Piacs, Vol. 98" by Eichiro
odatvia
Uitimate Bathroom Read-
ey B ONW (LK)
15, “Three Women Disappear” by
Patterson/Serafin (Grand Central Pub-
lishing)

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

off for me.”

Persistence — and pa-
tience. Harris spent 20
years as a graphic design-
erbefore taking the leap
into book illustrating,
then worked another 20
years hefore finally taking
a stab at writing.

Hiustrating "Dn Christ-
mas Day” was a coup for
Harris. Brown, author of
the bestselling “Good-

BOOK REVIEW

A woman shares
her secrets in
‘White on White’

BY CORY OLDWEILER. Agnes comes to town to night Moon" and “The
Srar Tribune work in her art studio on Runaway Bunny,” died in
the flat’s upper floor, The 1952 at the age of 42 but
In her 2019 debut, narrator finds Agaes’ left behind dozens of
“Walking on the Ceiling,” premm magnmc as the ‘manuseripts, many of
Aysegul Savas deftly two discus which have been pub-

probed the barricrs inher-
ent to human relation-
ships, particularly how
they are revealed when we
try (o inhabit anather
person’s story.

lished in the years since.
Befor that, Harrls
ventured into the fast-
‘growing domain of celeh-
rities-turned-children's
authors. Schwarzenegger,

Agnes’ pamu ngs and the
scul narrator is
rescarching. Agnes ex-
tends her stay and begins
to share more personal
stories, bath quotidian and
intimate, covering every-

e novel, et out g oo S e who s the oldest child of
ite-sized chapiers, cen-
ters on the cvrf‘mn:inns thought about a painting ﬁ“;ﬂ%"ﬁﬂﬁﬂ
that Nunu, a young wom- _ that hung in her childhood Maria Shriver a

gt St home to the firet time she ‘maried to “Guardians of

an studying literature in
Paris, has with an older
male author and with her
mother. The platonic

the Galaxy” actor Chris
Pratt, has written three
sdr"llclp books in addi-

has sex - with an art
school instructar, an expe-
rience she saw dispassion-

friendship with the author ~ tely as “a task, a destina- xlon"xa Msv:rmk and
Hetvae tie Hetan g s he'd s e i Me,” about adopting &
propriation, artistic in- dog )
spiration an publ:c versus At fest, the nasrator hwarzencgger helped
private personas. ‘wonders at Agnes’ ever- raise Haris’ profile as an
The molhcr-dauzhtcr gm?‘cnigmgnn illustrator during promo-
m her husband, but

tional events, including
on network morning

relationship is more
freighted and, for Nunu,
more difficult to convey, a
difficulty starkly revealed
in a late chapter that
reads, in ts entirety: *
trying to say that I've tried
10 tell a story about her

n she mere con-
cemed with finding her
own separation from the
woman. For her part,
Agnes is keenly aware of
her need for compan-
ionship from their first

shows.

“She was at least one of
those celebrities that did
‘mention the illustrator,
which was really nice,”

many times. Butnone  uting, when she says, °1 e
have resembled my moth-  $661 10 be starved for FOCUSING MORE ON
er” conversation. I'm going on WRITING

and on.”
The narrator’s research
into the historic ties be-

Savas’ luxuriantly med-
itative new novel, “White
on White,” again zeroes in

EMILY CURIEL THS
Phyllis Harris, author and illustratar of “The Gift Shop Bear.” sits outside her hame in

Harris can now speak
from experience when

i S entlie tween touch and narrative |  Raymore, Missouri, Harris has spent years illustrating books but this is the firstone  she says the time s

terpersonal themes, And 1S almost unwittingly she wrote: writing a children’s book

perhaps with an eye to fucled by Agnes’ com- doesn't hegin to compare

Nunu's inability to render  Pulsion to bare herself to the time illustrating
mother, Savas has metaphorically. While we CHILDREN'S BOOKS

one.
“Ta illustrate a book, it
can tale months and
‘months and months,
three to six months on

written a confessional othe Sl cal
novel where a painter of nakednass the same as
Pomed Agncs tel her it has been for centurics,

own story, albeit indirect 0T CWTent perception of

Girl finds old

i being unclothed might this book,” she said. “On
Z’J:ﬁ’;i}':.%il:’, ‘F:::; o hold entirely different o the writer’s side, it’s mo-
the book’s unnamed nar-  MeARINgs, like a thin film ments, when you're able
B e | 1€ ear in .
to the reader with no filter something comes out.

" Fhe many comelations
between that “thin film”
and the “pleasingly thin”
Agnes, so desperate to
have someone slip inside
her skin and understand
her, make Savas’ lyrically
spare gem shimmer with

and few judgments.
“This chronicler of

Agnes' lfe is a young
woman, closer in age to

And so literally it's hours
compared to months.”

But she added, “T don't
‘want to discredit the
writing side because that
is so difficult for me.”

Harris supplements her

attic — and
inspires new book

Agnes’ children than to
Agnes herself, writing her
graduate thesis on medie-
wval attitudes toward nud-

sichly complex insights on ‘book income by selling
ity, as revealed through mm.‘;.un;c::m, raﬁhu-.y_ her art. Worldng out of
Gothic artworks. She has  FRTICEEON, T the attic above the three-
isnow available online  the first Christmas book  car garage in her Ray-
likely in Ttaly or Spain, W BANEILLY and in bookstores. I've ever sold because more home, she launched
o vorspin - \white on White Kansas City Star It s the first children's  I've been very, very picky. - an online shop at Phyl-

given the area’s gcogﬂ'phy
and relevant cathed

and has rented a flat
owned by Agnes and her
husband.

book Hartis has written
after illustrating more
than 30, including “Ma-
verick and Me” by Kathe-

So I think it's really spe-
cial.

“I thought it was a
really sweet story, and

lisHarrisDesigns.com in
2012. Peaple around the
world have purchased her
art prints, which are sold

By Aysegul Savas;
Riverhead Books, 192
pages, $26.

Four-year-old Eliana
Hemandez was looking

After two months, around her rine in her illustration style is online at Amazon, Home
er's attic In Ray 2017 and “On Christmas  just so perfect fora Depot, Walmart, Bed,
Missouri, when she found  Day” by legendary chil-  Christmas story.” Bath and Beyond ... and
~ awcll-worn teddy bear  dren’s author Margaret beyond.

stored in her mother’sold ~ Wise Brown in 2019. TAKING NEW CHANCES But that business will
toy box. The poor little Continuing the Christ- Describing herself as take a backscat to her
guy had been up there mas theme was hardly a mnstly self-taught,” new passion of writing
alone, with no friends, for  strategic move for Harrls, Harrls has developed her  and illustrating.

however.
“Ididn't intend that,”

years and years — ever
since her mother was a

illustration style and
carcer over the past 40-

“Now that I'm working
on my books, I rcally

little girl hersclf. she said. “When | first us years, all in the Kan-  want to focus full time on
Eliana rescued the started writing this book,  sas City area. Afterat-  that area,” Harris said.
orphancd reddybear and it was not a Christmas ~ tending Ruskin High Her sccond book as
named him Heart Bear, ~ book. It morphed infoa  School and Longview author/llustrator already
and they've lived happlly ~ Christmas book, and | Community College, she s in the hands of Goetz,
ever after. But that wasn't  don’ rrtmnmbcr Sty wodedfor prodecides i expe by ot for
“The End.” ow that happened.” as a graphic designer, “The Gi
In fact, it was a begin- Adria Gomn(Mm first full time for Sun whlchtame out Oct. 26,
£ ning. Literary Managementis  Publications in Overland  and for Harris.
That grandmothet, glad it morphed. She had  Park, then freelancing for  “This book has really

Hallmark Cards and
others,

“I'was a stay-at-home
mom, and | freelanced, so
Ttook my daughier along

to my freelance gigs,” she
said of daughter Emily.

“1 waited until my
daughter was in grade
school before I really
started playing with the
book side. It took a few
years to get into . I tell
you, persistence has paid

Phyllis Harris, happens to
be a prominent illustrator
of children’s books, and
she knows a good story-
line when she sees one.
Eliana and Heart Bear
inspired the characters of
Annie and just plain Bear
in the new Christmas-
themed “The Gift Shop
Bear,” which Harris wrote
and illustrated. The book
{published by Hachette
Book Group/WorthyKids)

been looking for a new
Christmas-themed chil-
dren’s book to push but
couldn't find the right
nuc . until Harris pitched

raised her profile asa
creator,” the agent said.
“I think it’s k.mdofpul
her on the map.”

Harris hopes her own
story will hit home, too.

“I want to inspire peo-
ple that you're never too
old to go after your
dream,” she said. “I'll be
60 next March, and I feel
like 'm just getting start-
ed. I'm really excited
about it.”

“[ received a million
bazillion Christmas sub-
missions aver the years,”
Goetz said, “I really want-
ed something that T felt
would add a unique story
to the Christmas picture
book canon. But this is

“MARVELOUS.” —LAUREN GROFF

Biverhesd bosks/THS

*White on White” by Aysegul Savas.

Copyright © 2026 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



