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Here

Novelist John Scalzi

JOHN SCALZI
CRITIC AT LARGE

Asawriterofliberalish tenden-

say,one of thase L

‘muitieulturalist:
the bigeities with an ocean nearby

the honest. hard-working real
Americansin the “flyover coun-
try”aplace someone like me

WAL oL YIackig ok
‘thus, Tinvite you to visit my.

Tent hometownofBradford. Ohio,
population 450 It's on the edge of
Darke County, population 50,000,
afwhichroughly 96% ofis nhab-

County voters pulled thelever for
Donald

‘This coastal eltelives in & place
where there s 0 ltl ight poths

cars
mwnemmumvru ated
gunfire s nota cause for alarm but
Ju: i g it iog e
practice.
Sothisis where T live, and you
mow what?Itsa e place toiv.
1t'sa place where yourneighbors

value family and community. T like

Iiving here.
But,and thisis important, it's

not the only place I

basis.

Theother place Iliveisinmy

community ofwriters and creative
‘people, which s, in fact, multicul-

am, stuck in the middle

lives in Trump country; his online life is full of liberals. Can the worlds collide?

heand his crew leaned
‘hard into bigotry and nationalism
— because it worked). But it's also

the very least misleading. tofocus
‘anone entirely and not at least
acknowledge there's also validity
intheother.

As someane wholives intwo
separate communities, I'm not s
foolishasto belleve that ifthe
ipeople inthem just met each
‘other, they would come to find &
commaon ground, hug and then
sing old-timey songs around a

campfire. The property of commu-
ity isn't necessarily commuta-
tive, We're not all going toust get
along.
But if we'renof going toget

communities have legitimate
grievances, Conservatives, liberals
‘are nof wrong that the Trump
‘administration is appallingly
racist and unjust; liberals, conser-
vatives are: mewwvxg tofear that

‘askcfor, but empathy might not be.
/And perhaps that's what those
‘ofus who find ourselves in the
eiiep ot oy Gl ot
‘nities canoffer — not fake-
ablemoderate-fence-sitting bt
understanding of our communi-
ties and the ability to articulate

find it hard tocaricature either
rural conservatives or creative
iberals, because I ive with both,
everyday. [ know the caricatures.
incomplete
1 politically with most
olthepeue L wilh NBrmE

and that they will suffer for it. But T
can't and don't hate them (with-
st specifi Noi

tural, multigendered and multil-
ifestyled and whose members [ see

Tor The Times

4
falls onthem, will Ibe ablejust to

‘every day online on Twitter and a Ldon't say, “Well, th
= e o (I'ma. ;i for; They are my
i d it'sal which argument Ithinkismore  neighbors.
gatherings, these two communities have in dmlyurwmwﬂlmzw;uAun sound?). But I'mnot going to say Meanwhile, the hammer is
: But
1 1 thi ightless, eithe
right that
thant nimself g " bl rampir
‘Bradiord. With soc ia.Italk  (ormore!) fixpy [ lotof sexism and fromit either — and along with the
people in Darke bigotryand support I can offer directly, this
‘New York, Chicago. . il Tiberal Tknow — Con i recovery titu i
m. and U8, over the last Trumpis  forit,
in merely s might listen tome, whomight not
Dasis, 1 i
Thi is forthe cur- Teando. T
P it ot i
it ifi onelmfo-  ofthat s shedidn't to
noneof s fairto say —not just Barack Obama (who, to do.
oted for P 1 founed i beclea 1t itany- to-
i Living: . some- wy. 5 gether.
for Giary Johnson or Evan Mc- sometimes But in a time where people have
Mullin), Like my real world neigh- merics
s, Right now, ‘e part of
lovely people, whom where pici hite A recavery ‘munity —more than one mind-set
i lebrat My T i or i
nity — Trump tothem, nstead rural how that
p ith, sount on for ist, 4 sexi i b
This they get.
community is my home, as much Trump asa Scalzl, & T isa
asthe communityofBradfordis  whosee the Constitution ofthe corrective, ‘Hugo Award Hi
‘my home. i 1o get o, latestbook, “The Collapsing
. There's (there'sa  Empire,” isout Marchal.

Elif Batuman applies her gifts to fiction

BY DUSTIN ILLINOWORTH
TheIdiot

‘Elif Batuman

‘Penguin Press: 432 pp., £27

With her smart and deliciously

fore, and 50 your own. words came:

back to you — all the words you

threw out. they crime bck.”
Ecaall i afay i i Lo

on the same language class, they
begin an elliptical. largely elee-
i in ay

tion “The Possessed,” EIif Batu-

nizes over the attention she pays

Osten-

tojustify her

tndumy devoted to the mighty

itself, a catalog of ub-
surdities, yes, but also of uncanny
and utterly contaglous enthusi-
asmes. It was a tour de force intel-
lectual comedy encasing an apolo-

obsession. “Why Was it more hon-
orable to reread and Interpret &
novel like [Balzac’s] ‘Lost Ilu-
sions,’” she wonders, “than to
IfaAq N S dand dmial
from Ivan?” A classic Batuman
deadpan; still, meﬁnuwwzmeas
campus romance Tegisters as
authente. 1 et diezy rom the .
timacy and_remoteness,” Selin
says. “Everything he said came

paruml.ur verb tense in :nurlush.
she writes, “it was a curse, con-

Sll, Selin’s is 4 conseiousness
‘one does not want to part with; by

m.ytnmg Fim s s pofen

Thelt as ifT were
i M grumenet of 4 ke

meone
s experieoe, taak your ova
subjectivity was booby trapped
and set you up to have conflicting
stories with others.” (This could
have been lifted from a Batuman
essay,) Tt is & portrait of the young

utterly brilliant
Iriend. T kept thinking sbout. the
uevenquaRy e e witen
“the way it was almost always so
empty, and then w)lh no warning
came a few days that felt so dense

LA Al et ok wdr
tainty of her tool
way togo! uuvwnhle nTurkishor
any other language, only making
factual statements shout direct
bservations, You were forced to

disputable that that was what life
weas, that itsreal:

elation and of emptiness — as well
a1 snyone writing today. The

use (thattense].

ELIF '8 second
book is the novel The Idiot."

tuman

people.
Language also frames the
half, as Selin takes a

one nr chm.ctw
— though when the observer s this
gifted, is that really any wonder?

in Selin, despite the we]ldncu

is explored in “The Idiot.” Batu-
‘man's first novel. Selin, the i8-year-
old daughter of Turkish immi-
grants, is beginning her first year
at Harvard. I's 1995, and the con-
‘nective tissue of technology is only

Twouldn't
or guessany of it~
r‘w this reader, tlluulll. the
’s pleasures come not fro:

m: lnw -and-slaw smolder of its

thor's istics to her char-

summer;
Hungarian village, While there are
memorable scenes — & semi-gro-

acters. The New Yorker staff writer
is also Turkish, and & Harvard
alumna, Selin also shares her crea-

Just beginning to
capacity for d

cially troubling to our protagonlst,

to judge, a bucolic cunve ride with
Tvan — the pacing flags. I missed
the spark and crackle of campus
life, Selin's surgical deflating of
puffed-up professors, the ice-
shagged streets of Boston. Batu-
cecl on the novel offand on
for more than u decade. and it

n Southern
California.

Elif Batuman

with Steve Hely

Where: ALOUD, Los Angeles
Public Library, 630 W. 5th St
Whe: 715 p.m. Monday

rather, it is tor
Selin. Acutely guage, i ity
but fercely
read and magic. The  # strange, mordantly lunny and  Selin enrolls in classes on lin-
intform emailsespe-  precisely observed world, Cham-  gulstics and the philosophy of an-
pagne botles ‘lay on their bellies
i stripping down

creating a klnd of Russian nsthlz
dollof anxiety: “Each message cor
tained me ‘o that had come be-

Suspended over & pond is “the
quivering molten yolk of the sun."

show how the structures of lﬂnr
guage often dictate the ways in

of affect. The Hungarian families
tend to blend into & murky com-
posite, and the denouement with

Ita.orgdalendar
Cost: Free
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