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This fine novel

keeps sailing on
,,g“““ LR A L Book review —

ss.gwdly has John Casey presented the charac-
ters-d. “Spartina” that a day or two after putting
dowsi-the novel you may find yourself still living on
PIefG Creek in Rhode Island, sculling through
chafffls lined with the marsh grass called spartina
and*following them out to the sea.

‘They say on the East Coast that an old family is

one which has its name on the charts, its heritage

stafapéd on a river, a creek, an island, a cove. Pierce

Creekand all of Sawtooth Point once belonged to the

Piegces, but the land has been sold off to summer

people, save for a single acre where Dick Pierce
th his family and his partly built boat

artina,” she will be called, more than 50 feet
long#ith an 18-foot beam, a big boat that will
change: his life, freeing him from the busses who
start out admiring his work and wind up firing him
for his sharp tongue

Digk'Pierce is starched up with pride, a man who
kno@ihis worth but sees how, on the open market,
his price has gone down. His life has been seeping
away since childhood, drawn off by his too-striet
father, by the loss of the land he should have
inherited, by the cold comforts of his marriage, so
that @yen his pleasure in his sons is blackened by the
thouglit that he (00 may be a man with nothing to

pass.ag.

Spartina is his dream and he holds to it with the
sour determination most people give & grudge. She
will fiSe up on the sea and he will rise with her, but
she sits in the plastic-draped boathouse, and he does
not haye the maney to finish her,

Casey has written a
wonderful book — lyrical,
dramatic, believable — so
that even when Dick Pierce
leads the reader into his
happy ending, you know that
Casey, the author, is fully
aware that somewhere past
the last pages, the drama
between Dick Pierce, May and
Elsie goes on.

‘The banks refuse his loan, but Pierce finds other
ways: a lot of hard work, a little smuggling and an
enarmous gulp of pride, and the Spartina floats free

“He didn't understand it, but it was pretty clear
that he'd been stuck for several years. He'd blasted
himself loose,” and blasted other things as well — his
bitterness, his failure, and the dull certainty of his
marriage to May

Dick Pierce remembers Elsie as one of the rich
summer kids, but now she is a woman grown, a
uniform-wearing, gun-toting member of the Rhode
Island Natural Resources Department living alone
in a small house by a pond. She reminds him of a
tern, with her determination “to draw everything in
him up to the surface, The farther down it was, the
more she wanted to get at It

Elsie is the other side, familiar from childhood but
different. Sex with Elsie is an adventure, but more
than that it is a connection. With May, he watches
himself evoke the known pleasures in a way his mind
judges “indecently competent.”

Dick Pierce is a moral man, or perhaps a man who
aceepts the community's mores. He knows “that he
was being bad, that he was going to come to Elsie's
house again, that he would be harmed by what he
was doing, that he was willing " May is the soured
helpmate in life's necessities. Elsie is the playmate
who gives it meaning

Dick tries to think what his wife would do if she
knew. “It would be in her, stuck in her, a lump of
contempt .... No outburst, no keeping hirm on a leash.
She'd do it worse, she'd accept it.

(Casey has balanced his book between land and sea.
It is at sea, riding out a hurricane rather than letting
Spartina smash to pieces in a harbor, that Dick
Pierce along with his boat and his life are scoured
clean, his resentments washed away so that he
comes back o his life purged. to balance in content
ment between a new beginning and the comfort of
continuity

Casey has written a wonderful book — lyrical,
dramatic, believable — so that even when Dick
Pierce leads the reader into his happy ending, you
know that Casey, the author, is fully aware that
somewhere past the last pages, the drama between
Dick Pierce, May and Elsie goes on.

— SUSAN DOOLEY
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FICTION

1. “Clear and Present Danger,”
Tom Clancy

2.“A Knight In Shining Armor,”
Jude Deveraux

3. “Joshua and the Children,"
Joseph F. Girzone

California Gold," John Jakes

5. “The Pillars of the Earth,
Ken Follett

6. “Defcom 1, Joe Weber

7. “The Old Silent." Martha
Grimes
8. “The Russia House," John Le
Carre

9. "St. Valentine's Night,” An-
drew M. Greeley

10. ¢

Learned in Kindergarten,” Robert
Fulghum
2 “Wealth Without Risk,"
Charles Givens
5. “IUs Always Something,”
Gilda Radner
4. “Getting the Love You Want,"
Harville Hendrix
“A Brief History of Time,"
Stephen Hawking
A Woman Named Jackie
vid Heymann
7. “Toxic Parents,” Dr. Susan
Forward
8. "Personal Fouls," Peter
Golenbock
9. “Websters Ninth Red College
Dictionary,” Eds.
10, “Fighting Spirits.” Lou Holt

Tom Clancy

Secrets of a harem

Harem: The World Behind the
Veil by Alev Lytle Croutier from
Abbevielle Press at $35,

The harem was a secret world,
and because it was unknowable to
men, then and now, it became a
isual fantasy in which hundreds
of willing women disposed them
selves in diaphanous clothes,
ready to do the bidding of their
master. And if a woman was to
have her own fantasy about life in
that cushioned kingdom, it was to
dream of days spont in voluptuous
covered with jewels while
slaves brought baskets of dates
and pomegranates

eas

The women in the harem did
live in such luxury, with every-
thing available but freedom, as
Alev Lytle Croutier makes clear
in her fascinating look at the
world behind the veil. It is not an
easy world 1o penetrate. There

Book review

Croutier’s stary is not one of
sexual excess but of numbing
boredom in a world where the
thing one did was to wait: wait for
an opportunity to become the fa-
vorite; wait for a chance to bear a
som; wait in fear lest the son be
killed by a rival mother; wait for
small outings, where the women,
heavily veiled, were escorted to a
market or to a rural spot for &
pienic.

Alev Lytle Croutier hersel
grew up in Turkey in a world
where the harems had not been
that long abolished. She tells of
being befriended as a child by ane
of the last of the eunuchs, those
unfortunate slaves who were
stripped of their manhood so that
they could safely serve as guards
in the women's quarters. And she
gives the book a depth that makes
it far more than a titillating
glance al an exotic custom by
weaving in the stories of her awn
childhood, the experiences of
older relatives in what was, after
all, not merely a regal custom, but
a religlous one
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Corly Siman signs o copy of her new children’s book entitled,
“’Amy the Dancing Bear” at o Martha's Vineyard bookstore last
week. Looking on is Jockie Onassis, who edited the book.

“One of the slips of parchment
thal. the Archangel Gabriel passed
on to Mohammed said: 'Tf your
wives do not obey you, chastise
them. If one wife does not suffice,
take four' " And, writes Croutier,
“While the wealthy lords kept op-
ulent harems that were smaller
versions of the Grand Harem,
with numerous eunuchs and ods
lisques, the poor contented them-
selves with keeping two wives in
one small room, a mere curtain
separating them.”

At the top, in the palace where
the Grand Harem stood hidden
behind latticed windows, the Sul-

tan reigned supreme and if he was .

cruel, as he often was, his brutal-
ities were not just limited to
women. The sons of the harem,
the brothers and male relatives of
the Sultan, were trapped too. Of-
ten they were murdered, rivals
gotten rid of. Sometimes they
were merely kept in the Golden
Cage, in & luxurious isolation
which matched that of the women
in the harem and which occasion-
ally drove its inhabitants into a
frightened madness.

The richness of Croutier’s book
lies ot just in the fact that she has
sewn together all the little scraps
of information about life in the
seraglio, piecing together a whole,
with the daily routines and the
daily fears, but that she has also
tried to give a context in which to
view what seems an Eastern
world of exotic cruelty

She reminds us that in the West,
“By the thirteenth century,
Thomas Aquinas and Albertus
Magnus had promulgated their
belief that women were capable
of engaging in intercourse with
Satan. On these grounds, the In-
quisition identified and con-
demned certain women to be
burned alive. Female submission
was thus complete.

The sectecy of the harem fired
the imagination of numerous art-
ists and Croutier’s book is beauti-
fully produced and lavishly illus-
trated with photographs, prints,
and paintings from artists as di-
verse as Ingres and Matisse
shawing how each reached into
fantasy to render the image of the
odalisque.

— SUSAN DOOLEY
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