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Double shot
of Fay Weldon

By JUDITH GROSSMAN
Los Angeles Times
“Leader of the Band” by Fay
Weldan. 108 pages; Viking $17.0.
Other Stories™ by
es; Penguin

Fay Wellnm 237
Books; $6.95.

A double shat of wise woman
Fay Weldon's Special Purgative
Tonic for the contemporary heart
is what we get with the simulia-
neous publication of her latest
novel and second book of short sto-
ries. The flavor of the potion has

Devil” but the kick is stil there.

You might find yourslf oaking
up from Weldon's pages
approaching alh o
impulsively dropping the usual
accommodating response for 2
frank confrontation. You mij
et L move o botua ahies
lady Sapdra, for a role model and
walk out on the whole show, espe-
cially if someone as exciting
Jack the Mad Trumpeter is
able for company.

But perhaps not. For Sandrs
confection of ne’

planet
and named who s
Slonds, in great shipe &t 43 42
the star of her own TV science pro-
gram. She Il.|.~ g childl

ing with the best
be the daugl
Gypey mother and a Ger-
imp doctor. Hence, she
s, “1 make mysell deal to the
pleas of the unborn. As many as
my father brought into existence, 1
will keep oul of it I will make
things even, s the whole universe
gaveslode. .. Let bim stand ovl-
side the wall and breal
ly breath, md wait: 1 won't
lis children, o I wor't.”

a moment, she has fall-
en into a boring marriage with
Matthew, an ambitious lawyer.
But with such a destabilizing back-
ground, who can blame her for

and music? As for Jack's own [am-
ily, they ought to be used to
escapades, since these oceur evi rrv
summer. That (s the way artistes
are, thinks Sandra cheerfully, and
she wastes no pity on their women
who drudge and eling

e

“Women who play mother —
who nurture, cosset, bite back
harsh words — get lelt, as if they
were the real thing. And the
mnnmrlghlmgll ‘or the woman

1 life through a man is
ulative and dangerous
e M Ao i slip-
pers, or pottering round the
garden in no time at all.”

Sandra won't live that way. She
understands that the sexual arena
s ruled by random affinities, com-
petitiveness and opportunity, and
takes her chances knowing there is
no security or fairness in it. At the

FAY WELDON

end, pregnant by Jack, she is
thinking about leaving him before
he leaves her, and — in a remark-
able about-{ace — becoming a sin-
gle mother. Here the author plays
the Mother Nature role, allowing
her heroine to enjoy the free-lanc-
ers’ parly only for so long and
then bringing her back to the pro-
creative fold
e

“Polaris & Other Stories” con-
tinues Weldon's exploration of the
ways men and women invent to
satisfy their complex desires. The
tory is the prize piece of the
llection. In it, the officers in
charge of a nuclear attack subma-
rine are shown managing to hold a
difficult balance under the
sure of their dehumanizing jobs
and interrupted marriages The
key to that balance turns out to be
the practice of concocting exqui-
site international cuisine at the
bottom of the ocean. It is a charm-
ing and persuasive vision, as in the
scene where a launch countdown
is about to suffer an emergency
INIEHH]‘IIIII\

e of the exolic veg, sir,
aren't on board” sald Percival,
We have no aubergines, no fresh
chiles and no fresh ginger’ The
captain turned  concerned face
towards his crewmen. ‘Of course
sir, said Rating Daly, ‘we have
powdered chile and powdered gin-
ger: That's stock issue. But 1 know
how keen you are on the fresh, and
it doesnt solve the aubergine
question. "

One of the chief delights in these
staries is the aceurary in taking on
the manners of a particular insti-
tution or of a relationship. Ar
like the experienced dramatist
tha she is, Weldon makes enter-
taining use of conversational re-
partee. In an age that favors spe-
cialization among writers. Weldon
has found and held her own line as
a smart and wickedly outspoken
interpreter of women's
relationships.

Best sellers

By SUSAN DOOLEY
Newhouse News Service
“Harem: The World Behind
Veil" by AIM Lytle leninr
Abbeville
The mrem was a secret vl
and because it was unknowable
to men, then and now, it became

clothes, ready to do the bidding
of their master. And if a woman
was 1o have her own fantasy
about life in that cushioned king-
dom, it was to dream of days
spent in voluptuous ease, covered
with jewels while slaves brought
baskets of dates and pomegra-
nat

es.
The women in the harem did
live in such luxtiry, with everyth
ing available but freedom, as
Alev Lytle Croutier makes clear
in her fascinating look at the
warld behind the veil. It is not an
easy world Lo penetrate. There
were few Women who kissed a
lived to tell what life was like
with a passionate pasha. For
many the end came when the lord
tired of them and had them put
into sacks and drowned, the usual
way of getting rid of aging or
unsatisfactory concubines.
Croutier’s story is not ane of
sexual excess but of numbing bo.
redom in  world where the thing
one did was to wait: wait for an
oppartunity to become Lbe favor
fe: it for's chance o bear 2
wait in fear lest the son be
Ellod by a rival mothes: wait for

small outings, where the women,
heavily veiled, were escorted to a
markel or to a rural spot for a
picaic

Alev l.‘flle Croutier _herself
grew up in Turkey in a world
where the harems had not been

GG@E

A look behind the veil

custom, but a religious one.
1Oneof the slips of patehment
that the Archangel Gabriel
"

sulffice, take four.” And, writes

to women. The sons of the harem,
the brothers and male relatives
of the Sullan, were trapped 100
Often they were murdered, rivals |
gotten rid of Sometimes they |
were merely kepl in the Golden
Cage, in a luxurious isolation
which matched that of the |
women in the harem and which |
druve it akatitads | {

|
|
|
|
|
4

There were few women who kissed and
lived to tell what life was like with a pas-
sionate pasha. For many the end came
when the lord tired of them and had
them put into sacks and drowned, the
usual way of getting rid of aging or unsa-
tisfactory concubines.

that long abolished. She tells of
being befriended as a child by
one of the last of the eunuchs,
those unfortunate slaves who
were stripped of their manhood
so that they could safely serve as
guards in the women's quarters.
And she gives the book a depth
thal makes it far more than a ti-
tillating glance at an exotic cus-

fom by weaving in the stories of
ber own childhood, the experi
ences of older relatives in what
was, after all, not merely a regal

vy

Croutier, “While the wealthy
lords. kept opulent harems that
were smaller versions of the
Grand Harem, with numerous eu-
nuchs and odalisques, the poor
contented themselves with keep-
ing two wives in one small room,
ain separating them
At the top, in m palace where
e Grand Harem stood hidden
behllld latticed wlndo\n the
Sultan reigned supreme and (£ he
was cruel, as he often was, his
brutalities were not just limited

!ntwllrllht;mdm‘d

The ri ll?l’wl-lorl book l

n“nnunmnmlmm t she |

s sewn together all the little
seraps of information about 1i
iin the seraglio, piecing together a
whole, with the dally routines
and the daily fears, bul that she
1so tried to give a context in §
which to view what seems an

Eastern world of exotic cruelty.

She reminds us that in the
West, “By the thirteenth century,
Thomas Aquinas and Albertus
Magnus had promulgated their
belief that women were capable
.r Enunllng in intercourse with

se grounds, the
Immsmnn identified and ee
certain women to
burned allve Female xuhmlulnﬂ i
was thus complete.”

The secrecy of the harem fired |
the imagination of numerous art-
ists and Croutier’s book is beauti-
fully produced and lavishly illus-
trated with photographs, vr!nls‘

verse as Ingres and Nabisee
showing how each reached into
fantasy to render the image of
the odalisque.
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‘Heaven and Earth’ for everyone

By LYNNE BUNDESEN
Los Angeles Times
“When Heaven and Earth
Changed Places” by Le Ly
Haysip with Jay Wuris; 368

pages: Doubleday; $18.95

1t is said that on the day when a
woman, any woman, finally suc-
ceeds in telling the truth about her
life, the world will be split in two.
Millions of us are waiting for that
day, watehing for it, nurturing its

possibility
Le Ly Hayslip's memoir of the
War in Vietnam is ot the book
that will split the world in two, but
it is that kind of book. It shouli be
ired reading in military col
leges and in high schools and uni-
versities looking for broader, more.
personal interpretations of geo-
poitics, 1t may speak mest pler-
cingly to Asians and Ame
ity e
bt it should be heard by any man
— and especially any woman —
who carca aboul i of our planet,
rong words about a
book that has some troubling

1. Bays, by Dl Steel
2 T Durk Tomer: The Gusslige. by St
phem King

3 Gatenof Parai by 4 . Ao,
 Alaska, by Jamen W Miche
1T ek g ki kraaie

2 Sha Cardner
o Lawrvere Samies
3 m Sk ot i Lcn, b7 Thowms

3 The Sl Seeers. by aamunte
P

ar Trsk V' The Pl Frsmier, by
130 e

FICTION
This  Last Weeks
Week Week  List
The Russia House, by John Le Carre. 1 15
While My Pretty Sleeps, by Mary Higgins
Clark 2 5 1]
Talking God, by Tony Hillerman. 3 2 6
The Negotiator, by Frederick Forsyth. 4 3 1
Red Phoenix, by Larry Bond 5 4 6
Capital Crimes, by Lawrence Sanders. L) § §
The Joy Luck Club; by Amy Tan. 7 L) "
The Temple of My Familiar, by Alice Walk-
er. 4 1 10
The Satanic Verses, by Salman Rustidie. 9 ]
Day of the Cheetah, by Dale Brown. 1w " 2
NON-FICTION
A Woman Named Jackie, by C. David Hey-
mann 1 ) ]
It's Always Something, by Gilda Radner. 2 5 5
All 1 Really Need to Know [ Learned in Kin-
dergarten, by Robert Fulgham. 3 1 0
Summer of ‘49, by David Halberstam. 4 1 7
Love and Marriage, by Bill Cosby. 5 40 ar
The Good Times, by Russell Baker. L] L] 1
A Brief History of Time, by Stephen W.
Hawking, 7 L] o
The Andy Warhol Diaries, edited by Pat
Hackett. L] 10 7
The Night the Bear Ate Goombarw, by Patrick
F. McManus. 9 L] #
Papa, My Father, by Leo Buscuglia 0 T 3
Paperbacks
ricon i

1 Senatartal Privilege, by Loo Damere
2 Tlking Sraight. by Loe lacocen with
Scey Kienbeld
3 Love. e & i by Bere 3

¥ Bt Bod by Jery
5 The Mo Mordern o S it

 MISCELLANEDUS
Cobogendent No More, by Mely fist

2 Y Ho, by Wll Watterson
3 Beyond Codepensiney, by My st

« Rand MeNally foad Atiss
5 Wikie Preserves, by Gary Lanam

e vt

AN

flaws. But its g theme
— that the innocent victims are
not nameless people but individual

counts. Lé Ly Hayslip's narrative
of her tfe a2 & child In a Vietna
mese village overru

neh, the Viet Cang. the Hepub-
lican Army of South Vietnam, the
Americans, the Viet Cong, the Re-
publicans, the Americans, etc.,
ete., etc. is painful stuif. Of course
itis 1t's real

Take our

@ I've often wondered where
we get the exnmslvn “get the
bugs out.” Does it have something
60 whh the rcrmoval 0 Mg
devices? — S.B. Huntsville, Ala.

A: While your theory regarding

attractive, the real story began
long before the invention of those
clover lisening devices known a1
gs. The invention of the
graph back in the late 19th eentury
seems to have inspired the use of
the word “bug” to mean flaw or de-
fect, aithough the term may have
been way in speech even
before then

In 1889, a local newspaper re-

ried that Thomas Edison “had

:n up the two previous nights
discovering ‘a bug’ in his phono-
fraph — an expression for solving
a difficulty and implying that
some imaginary inseet has se-
creted itself inside and is causing
all the trouble” (Whether Edison
ever actually found an insect wilh-
in the workings of the phonograph
remains doubtful )

‘This early use of “bug” led 0 the
velopment of the expression
have the bugs iro by
around 1935 In fact, Edison's re-
ported use of the term also paved
the way for the use of “bug”

mean anything irritating, from dis-
eases to covert listening devices

g

GG

This memoir of the war in Vietnam should be
required reading in military colleges and in high
schools and universities looking for broader,
more personal interpretations of geo-polities.

At the same time her life is the
stuff of a miniseries — or would
be if_television ever learned to
view Easter lives 15 !Illly human
and not simpl m; it of

Scenery bekiod Westerd lives. 14
Ly Hayslip lives with war as a
child. At puberty she s fortured,
then ra Later, and not because
of the ape,she has a child ou of
wedlock: She buries her father

She re'verei her ancestors
struggles, survives, marries one
American, then another. Peasant

child, she becomes successful |l| ‘historian,

the world of capita
turns io her home in Vietnam with
a book in

Of course.
o s Bty o
has an individuality, a eln
tell, a purpose. Her purpose Is to
beal, 10 tell what it was and s lke
o nothis re than

of the Earth in the eyes o o

who carry weapons ind fo rise
from that dust a functioning, gen-
erous, allve being. To it
her that the victim is

not
nameless, ok powerless, she tells 4

be
is an American
n. She

D)

how she survived, whom she met
and how she felt as a Vietnamese
woman in horrific times and cir-

e
er stary, -When Heaven and
Earth Changed Plces,” s the pri-
vate side of the Vietnamese war.
‘The private side of any war is rar-
ely told, and it is, supremely, the
woman's side. We are used Lo war
stories told from the point of view
of the soldier, the journalist. the
orian, the expert. Hayslip
gives us the point of view of Any-
com!

40 yeare. As s membi het story is

to a revealing disclosure of her femi-

nine psyche 1 suffered with hrr
through her descriptions of tor-
L

crawled into bed with her pain and
virginal blood after the rape. |
understood why,. when still a
joung woman, she r em-
ployer into her bed. What I did not
do not understand is why,

given her history, she remains
romantic.

‘When Hayslip makes her retirt
rip to Southeast Asia after a d

meets a Norwegian working there
describing their encounter with
wistful, helpless romanticism.
Norwegian men, who live in a
country run by women, are notori-
ously ‘unmoved by belplessness;
and either I missed some subtext
in this encounter, or Hayslip looks
on any man as a helpmeet. Hope-
ful about men I can understand.
But romantic | cannot quite grasp.

As autobiography, this book is
beyond criticism. Who has not the
right 10 Lell her story as she expe-
rienced it? But as nmnry. the book
P cificity is
what makes history wurh On such
and such a date, in a town of so
many lﬁugle. at a spot x meters

of town — coordi-

mtﬂ ke these fix things in our

minds and clarify the muddy whirl

of events. Thai Le Ly Hayslip,

given her e at tM time and her

unable to

xmall such kcy d!hi.l: would not

be Important if she told us as

much or, better, if she could offer
some reasons for her selectivity.

But she does not, and I got lost
in her text trying to figure out
what was happening when. I could
see her standing in her worker's

mas in the rice fields, givin
warning to the Viet Cong, but
could not place that scene on a
larger |uJ pe.

word: ‘Getting the bugs out’

Nowadays, we even use the word
as a verh meaning “to irritate.”

@ I've always associated the
word “chauvinist” with the wom-
en's movement of the 1960s and
1970s. However, my wife insists
that the concept of cl ism
goes back much farther in history.
Can you settle this dispute? —
HM., Illlllbumﬂre

A You can end this battle of the

es. Youre hoth right (o some
e!lenl ‘The first chauvinist be-
lieved not in the superi

men over women but rather n::fu.e plaral

superiorlly of s nation over
others Nicolas Chawvin, was. :
French ptriot who fought unde
‘command of Napalton at the
muu of Waterloo. Despite being
ounded many times in battle, be
never Jos bis patriotc spirt. He
continued to idolize Napoleon even
alter the crushing defeat at Wa-
terloo, and his blind devation to a

lost cause and to the glory of
France made | mm L Iaugmngslock
among

ot soreristugly. Chaavia
inspired the rench tfm “ctaur-
“blind or exoes-

patriotis: which was bor-
rowed into l:.ngtls]l in the last
third of the 19th century. This
sense of the word “chauvinism®
prevailed until around 1950, when
the word “chauvinist™ took on (he

meaning of an attitude of superi-
ority toward members of the
o te sex, most often encoun-
tered in the phrase “male chauvin-
ist,” which became a vogue word
of the feminist movement during
AL SRR L
in co e today. The older
meaning 1 also il being used

.
sehool T am studying the
ni-ru formation of words ending
in “L" One thing 1 can't under-
stand is why is “thieves” the cor-
rect plural of “thief,” 'hlle the
of “chief” Is “chiefs.
G N.‘ Valley City, Obio.
‘The answer to your question
Im in the Inmry of these words.
Thief is one of the oldest words in
our language (an interesting com-
z:l!‘nnudnumm nature). It has
0 found in Old English writin
{%ii the end of the 7th c!‘l’lg
Iury 0ld English h:d 1o letter
“w" but it did have a “v" sound.
Whenever the letter “I" was be-
tween vowels, it was pronounced
like “v."

By the llme 0ld English evolved
le English, the Okl Eng-
lish " In the plural had come to
be spelled as it was pronounced,
with & " This spelling has come
down to us in modern English in

“thieves.”

The word chief, however, Is nnl

an Old English word. 1t was i

ported from France in the 13th
gentury and was ariginally spelled
“l h formed
pluﬁ] smply by adlng 5" The
conumciationof Freach 1" ddt

Englis|

itmden! of modern :pellhll Thief,
the older word, is closer to other
0ld English words ke wife, knife
and leaf in its plnm] than it Is to
the more modern chief.

Do you have a question? Send it
to Take Our Word, The Sunday
Republican, 1460 Maln St Spring-
ield, MA 01102, We will forward
e guesionto Merrie Wobsieg

Ine. The Springlield-based compa-
ny prepares et g
Newhouse News Service.

CAPE C!
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50 dealers mum their
collections for sal
ELEMENTARY Sﬂlililll.
ROUTE 130, SANDWICH, MA
Admission: $2.50
Soonserd by e Thormion . Brgess Sty
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