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1-70 travel guide
Think of the diive betwe
Kansas City and St. Lo
chore? A new bock fre
| University of Kansas Pre:
might change that
Oriving Across Missourt A
Guide to 1-70" (151 pages,
5 95;

nth

Includes do:

) not

ens of places to stop and ex
plore, but it full of stor
history and trivia. (Why are
barns red? If Boonville is
pamed afterDane Boone w1y
no “e"?) The attractior
formation are organize

marker

The book's authors are Ted
Cable, professor of park man-
agemeni and conservation a
Kansas State Universty and
authy 0 books about na-
ture and travel, and Luann
Cadden, o freelance writer and
naturaist. Cable also co-au
thored “Driving Aéross Kansas:
A Guide to 1-70" (2003).
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David
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his Jesse Stone

Kaminsky, a prokific write
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| Compiled by Lajéan Keene,
Ikeene akcstarcom
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Nonfiction
1. Game Change, U Jo'r
Hadlemann and Mark Halpenn

Henrietta Lacks,
Skloot (Crown, $26)
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10 RU-SSIA, WITH LOVE

Elif Batuman takes an entertaining
and insightful look at the giants

of Russian literature.

BY ANDREA HOAG
Soacial to The Star
mhm. “The Po
ed" is like sit-
\lm, next to the
smartest girl in class. Her
wisecracks make the
mr\dﬂ on the clock whiz
a her sardonic
nﬂlm-'nlmm behind the
teacher's k seem 10
‘make life worth living.

If you havent guesse
now, the genius in question s Elif
Batuman, a writer of subtle humor
and rigarous learning who has been
kind enough to take us along on her
personal journey into the great
minds of Russian literature. This,

dear friends, is a journey not fo be
missed.

ily. readers of “The Pos-
ed” are treated to the Ge
Stanford professor’s wry revelations
bout the great books and, frankly,
¢ a few other things. Batuman
has intense feclings on a variety of
subjects ranging from but not lim-
ited 1o doomed grad school ro-
mances, the vagaries of Utbek
plumbing, Turkish bodyguards, what
really might have happened to Tol
stoy and the unpredictable nuttiness
of academic life, the last of ch
e documents with high hi-

larity.

i her first great flush of love
for the Russian author Isaae
Babel, for our
guide ex she
“read the 1920 diary and
the entire Red Cavalry ¢y
cle in one sitting, on a
Saturday in Febru
ary while baking a Black
Forest cake

“As Babel immortalized
for posterity the military
embarrassment of  the
botched 1920 Russo-Polish
campaign, he immortalized for me
the culinary embarrassment of this
cake, which came out of the oven
Jooking like an old hat and which, af-
ter 1 had optimistically treated it
with half 2 twodollar Botle of
Kirschwasser, produc
pansensory impression of an nlnﬂl.“
soaked in ¢ mytﬂlmr

No matter how devoted a fan the
author remains, however, when she's
offered the unique chance to meet

bel's elderly daughter Nathalic at
a literary conference, she makes it
s nodhing shot of a

cholars, muwpmm and gradu-
SR e

aughter speak, an me ven-
tured to ask if it was true she still

REVIEW |

age Lands’

possessed a cache
of  much-desired
letters. belonging to
her father, one thing was

clear: She'd never tell.
Batuman also exposes the
demic study of Russi thors
something of an exclusive fraternity

she had to clbow in to.

“The resistance can be especially
Hhigh when it comes o Babel* she
" e) wrote in an

wish Odessa
On these grounds |
once became impatent with a cok

e at a conference, who was try-
ing 0 coovince me thatthe Bed Ci
alry cyele would never be totally ac

by Eiif Batuman (304
pages; Farrar, Straus
and Giroux: $15)

cessible to me be
1‘.muu,urmwpm
ish

much about alienation as_you, a
short American Jew’ He nodded: ‘So
you see the problem”

The whole book is filled
funny interchanges like this
counted with such novelistic cha
one can only pray Batumar
long-promised piece of fiction up

15

has a

Some of the Russian writers who inspired EIIf Baturnan to
write “The Possessed,” clockwlse from
Fyodor Dostayevky, Isaac Babel, Alexander Pushkin,
Andrei Platonov and Leo Tolstoy.

her sleeve

is impossible not to gush a bit
bout the undeniable magic in B
man's sbility to_create tangential
story lines and find the gossamer

ad that ties them all together
The pursuit of literary mysteries for
the: sheer pleasure of undertaking
them is what renders this book
about books so enchanting.

“Thers sivw, Dot you feel a bit
smarter already?
‘Andrea Hoag is a Lawrence book
critic.
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Louisiana swamp breeds historical betrayals

8y syBu sTEIBERG
Washington

Following her acclaimed “The
Great Stink” and “The Nature of Mon-
sters,” British historical novelist Clare
Clark returns with a powerful thind
novel, set in the early 1700s in the
struggling French colony of Louisiana.

Clark's descriptions of the land -
brutally hot, swampy, fetid with stag-
nant, mosquito-breeding water, un-
pmm:nﬁ from floods and hurricanes
a richly atmospheric back-
o for the intertorined fves of three
settlers.

Sent from France in 1704 as part of a
froup of “casket girls” committed to
marry the saldiers and shopkeepers in
the nascent colony, Elisabeth Savaret,
a bookish and outspoken young
woman, is immediately smitten with
Jean-Claude Babelon. Theirs is a pas-
Sionate marriage, interrupted by jean-

BookWorld!)igs

Lands, by Clare Clark (384
pages; Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.
25

Claude’s frequent expeditions i
nearby Indian tribes friendly to
French. He distributes gifts and musk-
ets, secures food for the colony and
tries to ensure that each tribe will not
\un\;ur:b 1o the blandishments of the
is

Elisabeth, absorbed in her misery as
she miscarries, only gradually realizes
that Jean-Claude is ruthless in his pur-
suit of wealth and all too willing to
compromise his principles by engag-
ing in gun-running and slave-trading.

Meanwhile, Auguste Guichard, a 12-
year-old boy forced by the colony's

commandant to remain with a tribe to
learn its habits, develops an ear for the
tongues of many tribal nations. When
he returns to the setilement as a
young man, he cherishes his friend-
ship with Jean-Claude but also falls in
love with Elisabeth. This ac
knowledged triangle and its ¢ m[‘hu
tions eventually provoke tragic acts of

Clark keeps her plot fresh and com
pelling by immersing us in the primi
tive umdmnm these colonists en-

v the crops fail,
fear of xtlw.i hy natives and frequent
epidemics are constant challenges.

encompassing

mu(p[:kn the msmwm,ﬁm

noe these characters infuse

"‘-1\15! T e e

mance. Clark’s commitment to histori-

cal color is matched by the dramatic
arc of an engrossing story
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